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The Diagnosis of Nervous and Mental Diseases. By Howell 
T. P. Pershing, M,S., M.D., Professor of Nervous and Mental 
Diseases in the University of Denver; Neurologist to St Luke’s 
Hospital; Consultant in Nervous and Mental Diseases to the 
Arapahoe County Hospital; Member of the American Neurolog¬ 
ical Association. P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., Philadelphia. $1.25. 
This is a small volume constructed on practically an entirely new 
principle in medical diagnosis and is deserving of much attention, es¬ 
pecially from the general practitioner. The author says that he has 
applied the principles of systematic science, and has devised a series 
of keys whereby a given lesion may be definitely located. From 
what we know in the systematic study of botany and of zoology such 
'keys are not only means to an end, but are distinctly beneficial in im¬ 
pressing the mind of the student with broad, general lines of differ¬ 
entiation. Much the same purpose will be subserved by the present 
volume, and we welcome it as a departure from the older modes of 
presentation of the subject. Such a work should, we believe, be in 
every doctor’s library, and when its reasonable price is .taken into 
consideration there is no good reason why it should not be. 

Jelliffe. 

Diagnostic des Maladies de l’Encephale. Par le Docteur Gras- 
set. Les Actualites Medicales. J. B. Bailliere et fils., Paris. 

This volume of this short, serviceable and practical series of 
manuals is the last of three of the same author, two of which have 
already been noted in these columns. 

In his “Clinical Anatomy of the Nervous System” and the “Diag¬ 
nosis of the Diseases of the Spinal Cord,” Dr. Grasset outlined his 
general plan of procedure. For the diseases of the brain as for those 
of the cord, similar modes of description have been adopted. 

He outlines in some detail the main syndromes of encephalic les¬ 
ions, with the paralyses, convulsions, contractures, and anesthesias. 
Following this is a chapter on diagnosis of. organic hemiplegia, anoth¬ 
er on central lesions of the visual apparatus; and others on the con¬ 
trol of orientation and equilibration, the functions of language and 
its abnormalities,, aphasia, paraphasia, anarthria, dysarthria, etc. 

Taken all in all the volume is a concise and handy book for ref¬ 
erence and for suggestive ideas. Jelliffe. 

Epilepsy and other Chronic Convulsive Diseases. Their 
Causes, Symptoms and Treatment. By Sir William Gowers, 
M.D., F.R., C.P., F.R.S. Second Edition. P. Blakiston’s Son & 
Co., Philadelphia. 

In all particulars, save that of its general character, this book 
is a new one. The ease and grace shown in the descriptive pas¬ 
sages in the first edition, are here the same, but there is a great 
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increase in the wealth of illustration, and the generalizations drawn 
are from critical studies of 3,000 cases, whereas, 1,450 served as the 
foundation of the former edition. 

Not only is the work richer for this doubled number of cases, 
but it profits by the author’s maturer opinions concerning a very 
protean disease, thus giving the book more of the character of a 
completed study. It thus ranks with the larger classics of Binswang- 
er and Fere. 

It is a matter of some regret that a more thorough and modern 
exposition of the pros and cons of surgical interference in epilepsy is 
not given by the author, and one would expect to find a discussion 
on the open air or colony plan of treatment, since such a procedure 
has enjoyed so widespread a popularity not only in America, but in 
Europe as well. 

Notwithstanding the somewhat incomplete chapters on treat¬ 
ment, the work remains the best in the English language. 

Smith. 

Jahresbericht uber die Leistungen und Fortschritte auf DEM 
Gebiete der Neurologie und Psychiatrie. Redigirt von Pro¬ 
fessor Dr. E. Mendel, in Berlin, und Privat-docent Dr. L. Ja- 
cobsohn, in Berlin. IV. Yahrgang, Bericht uber das Jahr, 1900. 
S. Karger, Berlin. 

We have had occasion in former years to commend most highly 
this year book of neurology and psychiatry. It is so vastly superior 
to anything of its kind, published in any language, that no working 
neurologist who makes any claim of keeping posted on the work of 
his specialty, can afford to be without it. 

The present year book varies in no important detail from that 
of its predecessors. It is more complete, however, and we venture 
to assert that nothing of importance has been omitted. As an ex¬ 
ample of the thoroughness with which the work has been done it may 
be of interest to note that over one hundred papers on tabes are ab¬ 
stracted. 

The therapeutic abstracts are to be especially commended. They 
cover the entire field and are extensive enough to be of service 
without the need of a comparison with the original article. 

The authors and publishers alike are to be most heartily congrat¬ 
ulated on this present year-book. It should have a great success. 

Jelliffe. 

A Text-Book of Medicine for Students and Practitioners. By 
Adolph Strumpell. Third American Edition from the Thir¬ 
teenth German Edition. Translated and edited by Drs. H. F. 
Vickery, P. C. Knapp, Frederick C. Shattuck. D. Appleton 
and Company, New York. 

No text-book of modern years has had the vogue of Strumpell, 
and this is because of no accident, but of its sterling merits. Trans¬ 
lated as it has been into at least nine different languages, it has served 
its useful purpose in diffusing knowledge of general medicine 
to all parts of the world, and has raised the intellectual level of the 
careful reader no matter where he may have been born. Such books 
are of great benefit to the profession. 

In the preface to the thirteenth German edition the author out¬ 
lines in a very clear, graceful and philosophic manner his desires in 
the production of this new edition. It is rare to find so good an in- 



